Announcement No. 12/2024
Faculty of Education, St. Teresa International University
Subject: Approval of Thesis Topics, Thesis Proposals,
Thesis Examinations, and Dissemination of Thesis Works

Graduate Studies Program, Faculty of Education
Academic Year 2024

To ensure that all relevant parties align their practices regarding the promotion,
supervision, and execution of graduate students' theses, the Faculty hereby announces
the guidelines for the submission, approval, and endorsement of thesis topics, thesis
proposals, thesis examinations, and the dissemination of thesis works, as detailed in the
attached document.

Announced on May 31st, 2024

T, &
(Assoc. Prof. Dr. Suphak Pibool)

Dean, Faculty of Education,
St Teresa International University
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Guidelines for the Approval of Thesis/Dissertation Topics, Thesis/Dissertation

Proposals, Thesis/Dissertation Examinations, and Thesis/Dissertation Publication

Faculty of Education, St. Teresa International University

Focus of the Doctoral Dissertation and Master's Thesis

Comparative
Dimension

Master's Thesis

Doctoral Dissertation

Primary Objective

To demonstrate mastery of the
research process and academic
methodologies.

To generate an original contribution
of new knowledge that is beneficial to
the field.

Nature of the
Work

Emphasizes analysis, synthesis,
and extension of existing
research.

Must present innovative work,
whether in terms of content,
perspective, methodology, or theory.

Expectation

Demonstrates the ability to
conduct research according to
standard procedures.

Demonstrates the identity of

a critical thinker and scholar in

the field, capable of developing new
theories or concepts.

Scope of Work

Typically focuses on a specific
research question.

Broader, more complex, and more
comprehensive in scope.

The key guidelines regarding the approval of topics, proposals, examinations, and

publication of graduate-level theses/dissertations at the Faculty of Education are

as follows:

1. Approval of Thesis/Dissertation Topics and Proposals

The approval of thesis/dissertation topics and proposals is an internal support activity

(not a mandatory requirement under the curriculum standards stipulated by the Office

of the Higher Education Commission — OHEC). It aims to assist and support students in

selecting appropriate and feasible thesis/dissertation topics and designing

methodologically sound research proposals. This approval process helps mitigate risks

during the oral examination stage, as the student will have conducted their research




based on a topic and proposal that have already been reviewed and endorsed by the
program's curriculum committee or the Faculty's thesis/dissertation proposal review

committee.

2. Procedures for the Approval of Topics, Proposals, Oral Examinations, and

Publication

2.1 Request for Topic Approval (Title, Objectives, and Conceptual Framework)
Students must submit a document containing the proposed title, research objectives,
and a brief conceptual framework (half a page) to the program director. This will be
presented to the program curriculum committee and the Faculty's teaching staff, with
the Dean or a designated proxy serving as the chair of the committee for reviewing the
thesis/dissertation topic. The committee will consider the appropriateness, feasibility,
and academic value of the research problem, as well as its alignment with the degree
level, while also assigning a thesis/dissertation advisor. Once the topic is approved, the
student will be notified to proceed with developing the full thesis/dissertation proposal

under the guidance of the assigned advisor.

2.2 Request for “"Thesis/Dissertation Proposal Approval”
Once the student has completed the thesis/dissertation proposal under the supervision
of their advisor, it must be submitted to the designated program curriculum committee
and Faculty teaching staff. The Dean or a designated proxy will serve as the chair of the
reviewing committee. The committee will evaluate the appropriateness, feasibility, and
academic rigor of the proposal before deciding on its endorsement, while also providing

recommendations for improvement and further development.

The approval of the thesis/dissertation proposal is a supplementary activity aimed at
mitigating risks for students during the oral examination stage. It is not a mandatory
requirement under the regulations of the OHEC or the university. If the student conducts
their research in accordance with the approved proposal, they can be assured of a

greater chance of success in the oral examination and graduation.



2.3 Thesis/Dissertation Examination (Oral Defense)
This is a mandatory requirement according to the OHEC announcement on curriculum
standards B.E. 2565 (2022). The university is required to appoint an examination
committee with a composition that complies with OHEC regulations. The examination

must be conducted publicly, allowing interested individuals to attend.

2.4 Publication
The publication of the thesis/dissertation, or a part of it, may be completed either before
or after the oral examination. However, it must be carried out in accordance with the
conditions stipulated by the OHEC (a letter of acceptance for publication from the
journal's publishing body can be used as evidence to demonstrate that the publication

requirement has been met).




